The fact that the Romance languages, since their earliest attestations, appear to be, from the point of view of a syntactic typology, much closer to one another than to their documented common Latin ancestor is often cited as a most striking case of parallel development. As such, it poses a serious challenge to non-directional theories of syntactic change (cf. the recent discussion in Roberts 2007). In this paper I will tackle the issue of parallel development by focusing on the observed sequence of morpho-syntactic changes affecting the realization of arguments of nominal heads from Latin to Romance.
arguments of the same head noun, the subjective genitive always precedes the objective one. On the contrary, post-nominal genitives are 'free', as demonstrated mainly by the possibility of not respecting the thematic hierarchy and by their looser linear distribution.
In Late Latin, ambiguity is due to the fact that the post-nominal genitive could in principle be analyzed as a 'functional' genitive, crossed over by noun raising (as e.g. in Modern Greek), or as a 'free' genitive. I will assume that the first option is preferred during acquisition due a principle of structural economy which guides the learner to assume the least possible amount of structure, hence to opt, in this specific case, for establishing a licensing mechanism within the head noun's extended functional projection. The former post-nominal free genitive is thus reanalyzed, in absence of negative evidence, as a functional genitive raised over by the head noun. This genitive construction may have been plausibly inherited by Proto-Romance and may represent the direct source of the Old French configuration with the cas-régime absolu. During the Old French period, however, a further reanalysis takes place: as part of the general process of deflexion, the head noun's extended projection loses its ability to license nominal arguments. As a consequence, the postulation of additional structure comes to be required. I will assume that this additional structure takes the form of a KP-phrase, in the spirit of Bayer, Bader, and Meng (2001) : both inflectional endings and prepositions -or at least functional prepositions, with a particularly impoverished set of lexical features, such as de-can act as exponents of 'Kase'. According to this analysis, the cas-régime absolu and the prepositional genitives would have the same underlying structure and would coexist until the bi-casual declension eventually disappears. Once a substantial structural parallelism between 'free' inflectional genitives and prepositional phrases is established on theoretical bases, the ultimate source of the prepositional tour can be traced back to the crucial shift occurring in Late Latin, which unequivocally transmits to the 'daughter' languages genitives in the post-nominal position.
